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DETAILED ACTION 
i> This action is in response to Applicant's remarks, filed 10.18.2005. Claims 21-53 are 
presented f or turther examination. 

2> This is a non-tinal rejection. 



Response to Arguments 

3> Applicant's arguments, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 21-52 have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, 
upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of new prior art as 
set forth below. 

4> Paragraph 12 of Applicant's remarks discuss the authentication capabilities of Lim and 
assert that 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5> Claims 21, 22, 26-28, 30, 32, 37, 38, 41-43, 45, 47, 52 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Lim et al, U.S Patent No. 6.434.619 ["Lim"], in view of 
Hutcheson et al, U.S Patent Publication No. 2003I0032409 ["Hutcheson"]. 

6> As to claim 21, Lim discloses a method for filtering on-line service information 
provided through a management portal to a customer of customized netv/ork services 
provided by resources of a service provider network, comprising: 

applying a display filter to resources of the server provided network, said display filter 
specifying network resources for which the on-line service information is desired by the 
customer [column 4 «lines 46-66» | column 10 «lines 5i'59»]; and 

executing at least one management information module to generate a portal display of 
on-line service information, wherein said at least one management information module 
operates on only those network resources of said service provider network which have not 
been excluded by said display filter [column 5 «lines i-32» | column 10 «lines 24-59»]. 

Lim does not explicitly disclose utilizing a security filter. 

7> Lim does disclose utilizing authentication measures to allow a user access only to his 
directory (partitioned storage) [column 9 «lines 24-27 and lines 53'57»] and then applying 
appropriate (ilters [column 10 «lines 43-59»] after the user has been authenticated. But as 
mentioned previously, Lim does not explicitly disclose a security filter definable by the 
service provider, not the customer. In the same field of invention, Hutcheson is directed 
towards a system for distributing content to subscribers. Hutcheson discloses applying to 
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said service provider network a security filter definable by service provider and not the 
customer, said security filter corresponding to the customer and specifying the network 
resources allocated to that customer [0164, 0193 where : the administrator defines the 
privileges lor each group and user, the privileges restricting their access to specified 
resources]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate 
Hutcheson's security (privilege) filter into Lim*s management system to provide the 
administrator control over who is capable of accessing and viewing network resources [see 
Hutcheson, 0163]. 

8> As to claim 22^ Lim and Hutcheson disclose a method wherein applying said security 
filter comprises: 

applying a customer sub-filter to provide an association of said corresponding 
customer and said network resources contained in said partitioned network allocated to the 
customer [see Lim, column 9 «lines i8'27» | column 10 «lines 24'42» : "...data associated with 
the customer are polled by the system..."]. 

9> As to claim 26, Lim discloses a method for filtering on-line service information 
presented through a management portal to a customer of customized network services 
provided by resources of a service provider network, comprising: 

partitioning the service provider network into a plurality of partitioned networks 
[column I «lines 30-5i» | column 3 «lines 22-29»]; 

allocating one of said partitioned networks to the customer [column i «lines 36-5i» | 
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column 20 «lines 6i-62» | column 21 «line 28»]; 

providing a plurality of modules each configured to provide a respective portal display 
ol on-line service information [column 4 «lines 46-5i»]; 

storing, in a filter library accessible to the customer, of display filters each configured 
to specify customer-selected network resources to which selected ones of said plurality of 
modules is to be applied [column 4 «lines 46-66» | column 10 «lines 5i'59»]; and 

displaying a portal display of on-line service information generated from application 
of one of said plurality of modules to network resources resulting from application to the 
service provider network of at least one of said display filters [column 5 «lines i-32» | column 
10 «lines 24-59»]. 

Lim discloses a configuration database [column 7 «lines 56-6o»] but does not 
explicitly disclose security filters or storing them in the configuration database accessible by 
the service provider and not the customer. 

io> Lim does disclose utilizing authentication measures to allow a user access only to his 
directory (partitioned storage) [column 9 «lines 24-27 and lines 53-57»] and then applying 
appropriati* filters [column 10 «lines 43-59»] after the user has been authenticated. But as 
mentioned previously, Lim does not explicitly disclose a security filter. In the same field of 
invention, Hutcheson is directed towards a system for distributing content to subscribers. 
Hutcheson discloses applying to said service provider network a security filter definable by- 
service provider and not the customer, said security filter corresponding to the customer and 
specifying the network resources allocated to that customer [0164, 0193 where : the 



Application/Control Number: 09/843,760 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2152 

administrator defines the privileges for each group, and user, the privileges restricting their 
access to specified resources]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinaiy skill in the art to 
incorporate Hutcheson's security (privilege) filter into Lim's management system to provide 
the administrator control over who is capable of accessing and viewing network resources 
[see Hutcheson, 0163]. 

ii> As to claim 27, Lim and Hutcheson disclose a method wherein applying said security 
filter comprises: 

applying a customer sub-filter to provide an association of said corresponding 
customer and said network resources contained in said partitioned network allocated to the 
customer [see Lim, column 9 «lines i8'27» | column 10 «lines 24'42» : "...data associated with 
the customer are polled by the system..."]. 

I2> As to claim 28, Lim discloses a customer sub-filter that is configured to filter on at 
least one of a node level and interface level of said service provider network [column 4 «lines 
52-62» I column 5 «lines i'24» : see Lim's interfaces]. 

I3> As to claim 30, Lim discloses specifying an internet protocol interface sub-filter of 
said security filter, said IP interface sub-filter configured to filter on an IP address of a 
network device [column 5 «lines i-24»]. 
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I4> As to claim 32, Lim discloses the method of claim 26 further comprising specifying an 
interface selection sub-filter of said display filter, said interface selection sub-filter 
configured to filter one of a set of at least one network interfaces [column 10 «lines 24-59»]. 

15,> As to claim 37, Lim discloses providing a network health module configured to display 
a status or health report network resources to which said network health module is applied 
[column 1 «line to column 2 «line 3» | column 5 «lines 46-55»]. 

i6> As to claim 38, Lim discloses storing a network health sub-filter of the display filter, 
said network health sub-filter configured to identify which of said network elements to 
monitor for said status and health report [column 6 «lines i3-32»]. 

I7> As to claim 40, Lim discloses invoking said display filter by invoking said selected 
module [column 5 «lines 7-32»]. 

i8> As to claims 41-43, 45, 47, 52 and 53, as they are merely systems that implement the 
steps of the method of claims 26-28, 30, 32, 37 and 38, they do not teach or further define over 
the claimed limitations. Therefore, claims 41-43, 45, 47, 52 and 53 are rejected for the same 
reasons as set forth for claims 26-28, 30, 32, 37 and 38, supra. 
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I9> Claims 29, 39 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lim and Hutcheson, in further view of Teijido et al, U.S Patent No. 2002I0053020 
["Teijido"]. 

20> As to claim 29, Lim and Hutcheson do disclose utilizing sub-filters [see Hutcheson, 
0143, 0164 : privilege filters accessible resources, profile further refines accessible resources to 
ones of interest to the user] but do not explicitly disclose specifying an internet protocol host 
sub-filter of said security filter, said IP host sub-filter configured to filter on a network name 
oi a network device. 

2i> Teijido discloses an internet protocol host sub-filter of said security filter, said IP host 
sub-filter configured to filter on a network name of a network device [0049, 0070 : "...limit 
access to only a predefined specific set of client machines."; "...host id"]. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Teijido's host sub-filter into Lim*s 
management system to provide a level of security in accessing and viewing network 
resources. Such an implementation would ensure that the data can be tailored to a specific set 
of client machines. 



22> As to claim 39, Lim does not explicitly disclose invoking said security filter by parsing 
a customer record in said user configuration database. 
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23> Teijido discloses invoking said security filter by parsing a customer I'ecord in said user 
configuration database [0105, oiii where; Teijido discloses checking a user*s ASP]. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to implement Teijido's user verification 
functionality into Lim's management system to correlate a user with the documents or 
information that he is allowed to access. Such an implementation would provide increased 
security in Lim*s system by preventing users from accessing information that they are not 
allocated. 

24> As to claim 44, as it does not teach or further define over the previously claimed 
limitations, it is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 29, supra. 

25> Claims 23-25, 31, 33'36, 46 and 48-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lim and Hutcheson, in further view of Rangarajan et al, U.S Patent No. 
6.275,225, ["Rangarajan'']. 

26> As to claim 23, Lim and Hutcheson do not explicitly disclose an alarm module. 

27> Rangarajan discloses an alarm module configured to display information regarding 
alarm conditions occurring in said non-excluded resources [Figure 5 «item 509» | column 5 
«lines 50-53» | column 10 «lines 6-io» : wherein the devices correspond to network resources 
and clients are only able to work with resources that have been assigned to them (excluded 
resources)]. Furthermore, Lim discloses resources that can only be utilized by customers with 
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the property authority. It would have been obvious to one of ordinaiy skill in the art to 
incorporate Rangarajan's alarm module into Lim's management system to allow users to 
select nodes that would enable monitoring of alarm conditions in the network I'esources to 
which they only have access. One would have motivated to perform such an implementation 
enable users to more efficiently manage resources. 

28> As to claim 24, Lim and Hutcheson do not explicitly disclose a topology module 
configured to display at least a graphical representation of network elements and connections 
between said network elements included in said non-excluded network resources. 

29> Rangarajan discloses providing a topology module configured to display at least a 
graphical representation of network elements and connections between said network 
elements [Figure 9 «item 905» | column 6 «lines 27-36» | column 7 «lines 2i'24»]. 
Furthermore, Lim discloses resources that can only be utilized by customers with the 
property authority. It would have been obvious to one of ordinaiy skill in the art to 
incorporate Rangarajan*s topology module into Lim's management system to allow users to 
more clearly see a map of the configuration of network resources to which they only have 
access in the network. One would have been motivated to perform such an implementation 
as such a map would allow users to more effectively manage the network resources. 

30 As to claim 25, Lim and Hutcheson do not explicitly disclose a network health module 
configured to display a status or health report of said non-excluded network resources. 
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3i> Rangarajan discloses a network health module configured to display a status or health 
report of said non-excluded network resources [Figure 9 «item 907» : "critical, major, 
minor.."]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate 
Rangarajan's health module into Lim's data access system to allow users to keep track and 
remotely monitor network resources as needed. 

32> As to claim 31, Lim and Hutcheson do disclose utilizing sub-filters [see Hutcheson, 
0143, 0164 : privilege filters accessible resources, profile further refines accessible resources to 
ones of interest to the user], but do not explicitly disclose a node selection sub-filter. 

33> Rangarajan discloses a node selection sub-filter of said display filter, said node 
selection sub-filter configured to filter on network nodes of the service provider network 
[column 6 «lines 27-33» | column 7 «lines io-i4»]. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Rangarajan*s node filtering functionality into Lim's 
management system to enable users to manage network devices through a user selected view 
o( the nodes in the network. 

34> As to claim 33, Lim and Hutcheson do not explicitly disclose an alarm module. 

35> Rangarajan discloses an alarm module configured to display alarm conditions in 
network resources to which said alarm module is applied [Figure 5 «item 509» | column 10 
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«lines 6-io» : wherein the devices correspond to network resources]. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Rangarajan*s alarm module into 
Lini's management system to allow users to select nodes that would enable monitoring of 
alarm conditions in the network resources. One would have motivated to perform such an 
implementation enable users to more efficiently manage resources. 

36> As to claim 34, Lim and Hutcheson do not explicitly disclose an alarm sub-filter. 

37> Rangarajan discloses storing an alarm sub-filter of the display filter, said alarm sub- 
filter providing filtering capability of a display of alarm categories [column 6 «lines 27-36» | 
column 7 «lines 37-6i»: "selected fault list"]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate Rangarajan's alarm sub-filter into Lim's management system to 
enable users to select specific faults that they wish to keep track of in their management 
system. 

38> As to claim 35, Lim and Hutcheson do not explicitly disclose providing a topology 
module. 

39> Rangarajan discloses providing a topology module configured to display at least a 
graphical representation of network elements and connections between said network 
elements [Figure 9 «item 905» | column 6 « lines 27-36» | column 7 « lines 2i-24»]. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Rangarajan's topology 
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module into Lim*s management system to allow users to more clearly see a map of the 
configuration of network resources in the network. One would have been motivated to 
perform such an implementation as such a map would allow users to more effectively 
manage the network resources. 

40 As 1:0 claim 36, Lim and Hutcheson do not explicitly disclose storing a topology map 
sub-filter. 

4i> Rangarajan discloses storing a topology map sub-filter of the display filter, said 
topology map sub-filter configured to identify which of said network elements and network 
element connections to include in said topology map [Figure 9 «item 905» | column 6 «lines 
27-36» I column 7 «lines 21-24 and 37-6i»]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to incorporate Rangarajan's topology sub-filter into Lim's management system to 
allow users to control over what network devices are seen on a map of the network. One 
would have been motivated to perform such an implementation as such a map would allow 
users to more effectively manage the network resources. 

42> As to claims 46 and 48-51, as they are merely systems that implement the steps of the 
method of claims 31 and 33-36, they do not teach or further define over the claimed 
limitations. Therefore, claims 46 and 48-51 are rejected for the same reasons as set forth for 
claims 31 and 33-36, supra. 
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43> Claims 21, 22, 26-28, 30, 32, 37-39, 4i'43, 45, 47, 52 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Dobbins et al, U.S Patent Publication No. 2002I0066033 
["Dobbins"], in view of Lim. 

44> As to claim 21, Dobbins discloses a method for filtering on-line service information 
provided tlirougli a management portal to a customer of customized network services 
provided by resources of a service provider network, comprising: 

applying to said service provider network a security filter definable by service 
provider and not the customer, said security filter corresponding to the customer and 
specifying the network resources allocated to that customer [0009, 0024, 0043 where : 
Dobbins discloses policies controllable by the administrator that determine which content 
and network resources a particular subscriber has access]; 

applying a display filter to resources of the service provider network not excluded by 
said security filter, said display filter specifying network resouixes for which the on-line 
service information is desired by the customer [0023, 0024, 0026 : after applying the 
authentication policy, Dobbins* system applies the subscriber's profile to further refine which 
content and services that the user desires]; and 

executing at least one management information module to generate a portal display of 
on-line service information, wherein said at least one management information module 
operates only on those network resources of said service provider network which have not 
been excluded by said security filter and said display filter [0025, 0036, 0037 where : Dobbins' 
renderer delivers a portal containing the data and content refined by the user policies]. 
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Dobbins does disclose a service provider network, but does not to expressly disclose 
the service network or the resources are included in a partitioned network. 

45> In a similar field of invention, Lim is directed towards a system enabling a service 
provider to manage its services partition its network resources into different networks 
associated with different customers [column i «lines 37-62» 1 column 20 «lines 6i-62»]. Lim 
discloses network resources of a partitioned network allocated to a customer with the 
partitioned network including at least a portion of said service provider network [column 25- 
29» I column 21 «lines 28 and 46-64» | column 22 «lines 24-40»]. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Dobbins to include the partitioned networks as 
taught by Lim. Lim discloses that partitioned networks are* well known in the art for network 
management systems [column i «lines 37-62»]. The partitioned networks would improve 
Dobbins by providing a service provider the ability to divide network resources and allocate 
them to customers. 

46> As to claim 22, Dobbins discloses applying a customer sub-filter to provide an 
association of said corresponding customer and said network resources contained in said 
partitioned network allocated to the customer [0009, 0024, 0037, 0043]. 

47> As to claim 26, Dobbins discloses a method for filtering on-line service information 
presented through a management portal to a customer of customized network services 
provided by resources of a service provider network, comprising: 
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storing, in a configuration database accessible by a service provider and not the 
customer, security filters each specifying netwoi'k resources of a partitioned netv^oi'k 
allocated to a corresponding customer [0010, 0017, 0023]; 

providing a plurality of modules each configured to provide a respective portal display 
of on-line service information [0021, 0024, 0027]; 

storing, in a filter library accessible to the customer, display filters each configured to 
specify customer-selected network resources to which selected ones of said plurality of 
modules it to be applied [0010, 0017, 0023, 0036]; 

displaying a portal display of on-line service information generated from application 
of one of said plurality of modules to network resources resulting from application to the 
service provider network of a security filter corresponding to the customer and at least one 
said display filters [0009, 0010, 0017, 0023, 0036, 0037]. 

Dobbins does not expressly disclose partitioning the service provider network into a 
plurality of partitioned networks nor does he disclose allocating one of said partitioned 
networks to the customer. 

48> Lim discloses partitioning the service provider network into a plurality of partitioned 
networks nor does he disclose allocating one of said partitioned networks to the customer 
[column I « lines 37-62» | column 25-29» | column 21 «lines 28 and 46-64» | column 22 «lines 
24-40»]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify Dobbins to 
include the partitioned networks as taught by Lim. Lim discloses that partitioned networks 
are well known in the art for network management systems [column i «lines 37-62»]. The 
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partitioned networks would improve Dobbins by providing a service provider the ability to 
divide network resources and allocate them to customers. 

49> As to claim 27, as it is does not teach or further define over previously claimed 
limitations, it is similarly rejected for at least the same reasons set forth for claim 22. 

5o> As to claim 28, Dobbins discloses a customer sub-filter that is configured to filter on 
at least one of a node level and interface level of said service provider network [Figure i | 
Olio], 

5i> As to claim 30, Dobbins discloses specifying an internet protocol interface sub-filter of 
said security filter, said IP interface sub-filter configured to filter on an IP address of a 
network device [0022]. 

52> As to claim 32^ Dobbins discloses the method of claim 26 further coinprising 
specifying an interface selection sub-filter of said display filter, said interface selection sub- 
filter configured to filter one of a set of at least one network interfaces [0052]. 

53> As to claim 37, Dobbins discloses providing a network health module configured to 
display a status or health report network resources to w^hich said network health module is 
applied [0028]. 
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54> As to claim Dobbins discloses storing a network health sub-filter of the display filter, 
said network health sub'filter configured to identify which of said network elements to 
monitor for said status and health report [0028, 0133]. 

55> As to claim 39, Dobbins discloses invoking said security filter by parsing a customer 
record in said user configuration database [0027, 0028]. 

56> As to claim 40, Dobbins discloses invoking said display filter by invoking said 
selected module [0053]. 

57> As to claims 41-43, 45, 47, 52 and 53, as they are merely systems that implement the 
steps of the method of claims 26-28, 30, 32, 37 and 38, they do not teach or further define over 
the claimed limitations. Therefore, claims 41-43, 45, 47, 5^ and 53 are rejected for the same 
reasons as set forth for claims 26-28, 30, 32, 37 and 38, supra; 

58> Claims 29 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dobbins and Lim, in further view of Teijido et al, U.S Patent No. 2002I0053020 ["Teijido"]. 

59> As to claim 29, Dobbins and Lim do disclose utilizing sub-filters [see Hutcheson, 0143, 
0164 : privilege filters accessible resources, profile further refines accessible resources to ones 
of interest to the user] but do not explicitly disclose specifying an internet protocol host sub- 
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filter of said security filter, said IP host sub-filter configured to filter on a network name of a 
network device. 

6o> Teijido discloses an internet protocol host sub-filter of said security filter, said IP host 
sub-filter configured to filter on a network name of a network device [0049, 0070 : "...limit 
access to only a predefined specific set of client machines.**; "...host id"]. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Teijido's host sub-filter into 
Dobbins' management system to provide a level of security in accessing and viewing 
network resources. Such an implementation would ensure that the data can be tailored to a 
specific set of client machines. 

6i> As to claim 44, as it does not teach or further define over the previously claimed 
limitations, it is rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 29, supra. 

62> Claims 23-25, 31, 33-36, 46 and 48-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dobbins and Lim, in further view of Rangarajan et al, U.S Patent No. 
6.275.225, ["Rangarajan"]. 

63> As to claim 23, Dobbins and Lim do not explicitly disclose an alarm module. 

64> Rangarajan discloses an alarm module configured to display information regarding 
alarm conditions occurring in said non-excluded resources [Figure 5 «item 509» | column 5 
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«lines 50-53» | column 10 «lines 6-io» : wherein the devices correspond to network resources 
and chents are only able to work with resources that have been assigned to them (excluded 
resources)]. Furthermore, Lim discloses resources that can. only be utilized by customers with 
the property authority. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the ai't to 
incorporate Rangarajan's alarm module into Dobbins* management system to allow users to 
select nodes that would enable monitoring of alarm conditions in the network resources to 
which they only have access. One would have motivated to perform such an implementation 
enable users to more efficiently manage resources. 

65> As to claim 24, Dobbins and Lim do not explicitly disclose a topology module 
configured to display at least a graphical representation of network elements and connections 
between said network elements included in said non-excluded network resources. 

66> Rangarajan discloses providing a topology module configured to display at least a 
graphical representation of network elements and connections between said network 
elements [Figure 9 «item 905)) | column 6 «lines 27-36» | column 7 «lines 2i-24»]. 
Furtliermore, Lim discloses resources that can only be utilized by customers with the 
properly authority. It would have been obvious to one of ordinaiy skill in the art to 
incorporate Rangarajan's topology module into Dobbins* management system to allow users 
to more clearly see a map of the configuration of network resources to which they only have 
access in the network. One would have been motivated to perform such an implementation 
as such a map would allow users to more effectively manage the network resources. 
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67> As to claim 25^ Dobbins' and Lim do not explicitly disclose a network health module 
configured to display a status or health report of said non-excluded network resources. 

68> Rangarajan discloses a network health module configured to display a status or health 
report ot said non-excluded network resources [Figure 9 «item 907» : "critical, major, 
minor.."]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinaiy skill in the art to incorporate 
Rangarajan's health module into Lim's data access system to allow users to keep track and 
remotely monitor network resources as needed. 

6c)> As to claim 31, Dobbins and Lim do disclose utilizing sub-filters [see Dobbins, 
applying the security filter to the user, the applying a profile filter based on user preferences], 
but do not explicitly disclose a node selection sub-filter, 

7o> Rangarajan discloses a node selection sub-filter of said display filter, said node 
selection sub-filter configured to filter on network nodes of the service provider network 
[column 6 « lines 27-33» | column 7 «lines io-i4»]. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Rangarajan's node filtering functionality into Dobbins' 
management system to enable users to manage network devices through a user selected view 
of the nodes in the network. 



7i> As to claim 33, Dobbins and Lim do not explicitly disclose an alarm module. 
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72> Rangarajan discloses an alarm module configured to display alarm conditions in 
network resources to which said alarm module is applied [Figure 5 «item 509» | column 10 
«lines 6'io» : wherein the devices correspond to network resources]. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate Rangarajan*s alarm module into 
Dobbins' management system to allow users to select nodes that would enable monitoring of 
alarm conditions in the network resources. One would have motivated to perform such an 
implementation enable users to more efficiently manage resources. 

73> As to claim 34, Dobbins and Lim do not explicitly disclose an alarm sub-filter. 

74> Rangarajan discloses storing an alarm sub-filter of the display filter, said alarm sub- 
filter providing filtering capability of a display of alarm categories [column 6 «lines 27-36» | 
column 7 «lines 37-6i»: "selected fault list"]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to incorporate Rangarajan's alarm sub-filter into Dobbins* management 
system to enable users to select specific faults that they wish to keep track of in their 
management system. 

75> As to claim 35, Dobbins and Lim do not explicitly disclose providing a topology 
module. 
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76> Rangarajan discloses providing a topology module configured to display at least a 
graphical representation of network elements and connections between said network 
elements [Figure 9 «item 905» | column 6 «lines 27-36» 1 column 7 «lines 2i'24»]. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorpoi'ate Rangarajan's topology 
module into Dobbins' management system to allow users to more clearly see a map of the 
configuration of network resources in the network. One would have been motivated to 
perform such an implementation as such a map would allow users to more effectively 
manage the network resources. 

77> As CO claim 36, Dobbins and Lim do not explicitly disclose storing a topology map 
sub- filter. 



78> Rangarajan discloses storing a topology map sub-filter of the display filter, said 
topology map sub-filter configured to identify which of said network elements and network 
element connections to include in said topology map [Figure 9 «item 905» | column 6 «lines 
27-36» I column 7 «lines 21-24 and 37-6i»]. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to incorporate Rangarajan's topology sub-filter into Dobbins* management system 
to allow users to control over what network devices are seen on a map of the network. One 
would have been motivated to perform such an implementation as such a map would allow 
usoM S to more effectively manage the network resources. 
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79> As to claims 46 and 48-51, as they are merely systems that implement the steps of the 
method of claims 31 and 33-36, they do not teach or further define over the claimed 
limitations. Therefore, claims 46 and 48-51 are rejected for the same reasons as set forth for 
claims 31 and 33-36, supra. 



Conclusion 
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